
HOWARD R. SWEARER INTERNATIONAL  
SERVICE  FELLOWSHIP 

Application Coversheet 
 
 
Before completing this application please read the Swearer Fellowship description and criteria carefully. For 
additional information consider attending a Fellowship Information Session and a fellowship writing 
workshop. The Swearer Center staff strongly encourage you to meet with us to discuss your project plans and 
attend a fellowship proposal workshop during the development of your fellowship application. Applications 
must be written in at least an 11 point font and have one inch margins. Deadline: Wed., March 19, 2008, at 
3 p.m. Fellows will be selected by early April. 

 
applicant’s name  _______________________________ 

sisd  _____________________________________________________   

campus box / address  ____________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

phone  ______________________  year of graduation _________ 

home address  _____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

e-mail address  ____________________________________________ 

concentration  _____________________________________________ 
 
 
 
international organization sponsor _______________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

contact person  ________________________________________ 
phone  ________________________________________________ 
address __________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

e-mail address  ___________________________________________ 

 
 

for information only (optional) 
sex / gender___________________________________________ 
ethnicity / nationality __________________________________ 
are you receiving financial aid?  _________________________

other funding: Applicants can only accept one of the 
following awards per year.   
 
 

check list 
A completed application must comprise of 
the following parts in the following order: 
 
part one: 
   � Application Cover Sheet (this page) 
 
part two: 
   � Fifty (50)-word Project Summary      
   � 3-4 page Proposal  
   � Budget  
   � Résumé  
 
part three: 
� Letter from International Sponsor 
� Letter(s) of Recommendation  

  

Howard R. Swearer International Service Fellowship Program—Swearer Center for Public Service – Dean of the College  
Brown University – Box 1974, Providence, RI  02912  |  (401) 863-2338 

 
 
 
1.  Royce  

2.  CV Starr  

3.  Smoke 

4.  Utra / Odyssey 

5.  Mellon 

6.  Liman 

7.  BIAP 

8.  RAB 

9. Other __________ 

also applying 
for now 

 

� 
� 
� 
� 
� 
� 
� 
� 
� 
 

previously 
awarded 

 
� 
� 
� 
� 
� 
� 
� 
� 
� 
 

 

How did you hear about this fellowship? 

____________________________________________ 



•HOWARD R. SWEARER INTERNATIONAL SERVICE FELLOWSHIP • 
Swearer Center for Public Service 25 George Street Brown University 401-863-2338 

 
 
The Howard R. Swearer Public Service Fellowship has been established through contributions in memory of 
Howard R. Swearer, the fifteenth President of Brown University.  The Fellowship reflects President Swearer's 
dual commitment to public service and international issues. The Swearer Fellowship is a full-time, summer 
fellowship for sophomore, junior and senior students in the College who want to spend the summer pursuing 
international service work. Students on Financial Aid will be given priority in the application process. The work 
can be of the student’s own design or can be a pre-existing internship.  Funds may not be used to pay fees for 
service programs nor may it be used for tuition. The Fellowship provides up to $3,500 to cover student’s costs. 
 
The Fellowship is intended to enable individuals to undertake a public service project in any international context, 
although work pursued in developing or underdeveloped countries will be prioritized.  The project may involve 
working with an existing not-for-profit development or relief organization, a government agency, or may involve 
initiating a new effort within a developing or underdeveloped community.  Projects may focus on education, 
health care, technology, the environment, social justice, housing, agricultural development, or other development 
and relief services.  

 
••• 

CRITERIA 
• Applicants must demonstrate a commitment to and an understanding of public service and international issues. This 
commitment can be demonstrated through previous work or a portfolio of course work.  A letter of recommendation from a 
faculty member or other experienced mentor is required to verify the applicant’s preparation to undertake the proposed work. 
• Applicants must intend to pursue this project for at least ten weeks.  
• The application must propose a feasible, effective service-oriented approach to the problem being addressed.  
This may include academic research or policy development if the applicant can demonstrate the useful application 
of the research/policy in the community in which it is being done. 
• The proposal must receive strong support from the international organization sponsoring the work or from the 
community in which the project will be established. 
• Students will submit a reflective essay at the conclusion of their work.   

 
••• 

APPLICATION 
Please submit a 50 word abstract of your project as well as a 3 - 4 page proposal that includes: 
• the community need(s) being addressed 
• the work you propose to undertake 
• a demonstrated understanding of the above listed criteria 
• your personal and educational goals in pursuing this project, and 
In addition, please attach: 
      • up to date resume 
• a budget that describes how you intend to use the funds 
• a letter(s) of support from the international agency with which you will be working.  This letter should specify 
the need that will be addressed, the extent of the support that will be available to you from the agency, and their 
understanding of your project. This may be submitted via fax or email. 
• a letter of recommendation from faculty or other mentors familiar with your interest / experience in international 
development, public service, or related academic work. 
 
The cover page of your application should include your local address and phone number, permanent address and 
phone number, social security number, year of graduation, concentration or department, and date of birth.  
 



SELECTION 
Applications are to be submitted to: 

 
Alan Flam, Senior Fellow  

Howard R. Swearer Center for Public Service 
Box 1974 Brown University 

Providence, RI  02912. 
 
THE DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS IS 3 PM ON WEDNESDAY, MARCH 19, 2008.   
 
A selection committee comprised of faculty, staff, and community members will review proposals.  The selection 
committee will use the above criteria in selecting applications.   
 
Applicants are strongly encouraged to meet with Alan Flam or another Swearer Center staff person prior to 
preparing an application.  Applications will be screened according to the quality of their ideas and presentation.  
Applicants are not guaranteed an interview but may be invited to have an interview with the selection committee. 
 
Swearer Public Service Fellows may receive additional financial support from other sources but may not receive 
other Brown University funding (e.g. Smoke Internships, Royce Fellowships, UTRAs, or assisted internships, 
etc.) in support of their work.  

 
••• 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
The Howard R. Swearer Public Service Fellowship is administered by the Howard R. Swearer Center for Public 
Service.  Established in 1986, the Swearer Center supports community participation, activism, and civic 
responsibility as central components of a Brown University education.  The Center encourages active community 
involvement through direct service projects, by helping students connect service and learning, encouraging 
university-community partnerships, and by building opportunities for students to develop leadership skills. 
 
 


