May 1, 2003

Dear,


We are students at the Pawtucket Library. We are learning to understand, speak, read, and write English. English helps us to talk about jobs. We talk to friends, the doctor, people in the store, security and police officers, and people at work. We also learn about the culture here and about other countries. We learn about the news and what's going on in the world.


The problem is that there is not enough money for English classes. There are too many students and not enough teachers. Governor Carcieri wants to increase funding for adult education in Rhode Island to $1,400,000. Please support legislation S-502, H-556, S-429, S-430, and Governor Carcieri's $1.4 million budget. This will help us to learn English and be better Americans.

Thank you,

May 1, 2003

Dear __________________,

We are students in the Family Literacy Program at the Pawtucket Public Library.  We are learning how to speak, read, write and understand English.  The language of the U.S. is English.  If we learn English, we have more opportunities.  

	· better job
	· talk to doctor

	· write checks
	· read the newspaper

	· sign important documents
	· use Western Union

	· if the parents speak good English, the kids have more opportunities
	· communication with school teachers

· communication about social problems 

	· help with homework
	· Americans can understand us

	· communication with neighbors
	· get good friends


Some of us, when we came here, had never gone to school.  If we learn to speak and write English well, that will make America look good to people in other countries.  There are many people in Rhode Island who don't speak English.  They speak different languages and come from different countries.  English helps to create relationships between the different cultures and kinds of people.  English causes progress for the state.  There are a lot of intelligent people who do not speak English.  If they learn English, they will make good efforts for the community.  Governor Carcieri has proposed a budget for $1.4 million.  We are asking the government officials to help us by voting to support this funding and bills S-502, H-556, S-429, S-430.

Thank you for your support and attention

May 3, 2003

Dear ,

We are a group of adult students in the Saturday morning program. We like this program because it's a complete family program. We can bring our kids and share with them many topics in class. At the same time, we can keep kids away from drugs and other bad influences. This helps create in the kids a love for studying when they see their parents in class. The library provides a lot of benefits, like free movies, books, computers, and reference services. In general, we are behaving as an example of good behavior for our children. We are very interested in having this same program continue for other students. 


There are many professional people in Rhode Island who need to learn English. They want to contribute to the progress of the state. They cannot pay for expensive English courses. Also, learning English can help us become more involved in the community and communicate at the post office, hospitals, schools, and the immigration office. The government invests a lot of money in translation and interpretation services. If everybody learns to speak English, the government will save a lot of money. 


Now, we know that Governor Carcieri wants to increase the budget for adult education by $1 million. That's why we are sending this letter asking you to approve further adult education by voting in support of this plan and bills S-502, H-556, S-429, and S-430. We really, really appreciate your help.

	Name
	Street Address

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


