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s United States
" & Sthhighésti peftentage of foreign-bodn in ts adult
k population (Wadgeworth, 20043
s “atleast 40%, and perhaps as much as 52%, of the net
- " growth in the U.S. rdsiderit population during the decade of ,
" the 19007 was dué to rigw foreign-tioffy irﬁmigrat%cn" {(Sue,
Krfsc?z & Tagpart, 2002, p. 29)
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ESL Student Population Data

& Diverse Characteristics
& More than 40 percant of the over three miflion stszderits in
federallv funded adult educatmn program. are Engiish language
tearriers-(ELLs) (ED, 2004) represeﬂtmg nmigrants and
refugets from a wide range of nationalities and cultiral
backgrouiids. (U.S. Department of Edugdtion; 2004)
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ES%. Student P@puha‘émn Data (cont’ci)

s Literacy.Levels
& 40% of adult ESL students are in the Iowest literacy
functioning levels, vet they néed these literacy skifls to
sucesed in jobs and in further edutatidn, {National Reporting
Systern for Adult Education (NRS, 2008}
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¢ Mteracv Levels : A
¢ In 2003, 1% of aduies age 16 and-clder whe ke Spanish’
before starting school had Beiuw Basic literaly; . ‘
& 26% cf adults whe spoke & Ianguage other than Enghsh ar
Spanishrhad Below Basic terdny {rompare this with 9% fof
English otily spe‘akers and i{&?’for ﬁgl}sh + Spanishspeakess)
(NAAL 2003) . .
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implication
L Gmwmg need for Enghsh

"Gwen lm ; grants’ grawi ng share of pur nation’s citizens,
wurkers, ancl Families, promioting their acquisition, of English
is argusbly the most imporiant sntegrauon chalienge= and
opportunity—facing our' city, state, aad federal gover rents”
[McHugh, Gedatt, & Fix, 2007, p 3} . ;
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" ,Whm are TELLS?
‘o TEL_ts have dlverse hackgrounds

Dwerse Education Level’

e ESLliearners Have wider range of educational backgmunds than ABE
: ieamers

s« One third lack high school educat:nn

» Educatioh needs are greater for immigrants from dMexic (Wrig
atal, 2008; Schraidiey, 2001} .
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Wha are TELLs? (cem:’@}

« Types of TELLS : :
+ Students with higher education Ievels students wlth higher
1evels of education who exit 3L with goals such s taksng the .
GED tes‘f: arsd movmg o post’ seccndaw aduchtion, '
& Studem:s whn need 1o enter ABT frord B fo fill f ediicationat
gaps.and b il thelr itaracy skills before they are ready for
higher learmng
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Who are TELLs? {cont’d)

o Varled English Proficiency
+ Students who were bom in the United S’cates. but have not-
acauired full pmﬂqaency in English.
« Wiking skills shovi traces of nop-Hative language tratisfer
= Skills siimilar to ABE statdenits whose reading and writing skills leave
them uhger prepared fo be successtul I postsecondary etucation
and tralmng
@ Gengration L.5 (Crandall &Sheppard 2004; Thonus, 2003)
4 Stwdents horn if the US 6r ¢l i to this US i children; Bt
hiave grown upin heusehoids whiere a Ianguagé other ther
Enghsh is spoken (Sadlen 2004)
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e Meademic Maﬂ:ers T
¢ Emphasize skills that facahtate fransition {Rance Rcm s
“1995}
» Forus-on Language Acruracy

« Language form and mean;ﬁg {Long and Rubmson, 1998)
of languag: (L:m,

» Specific festur

¢ includs Bxtensive ré | g

- Reading I the mest :mpurtant skl {Gmen, 205; Rao, 2005)
|« Reading s key to acadermc Sypcess (Rau, 2005)

s Writmg is criticalto transxtian :
© e Genee basad approach to 'ceaching rveadtng {So 2605)
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ngs to conssder m Suppoﬁ TELE.S

» Avademic Matters :
+ Develop vocabulary centered ¢n tesa-ﬁ‘equent!y used
academicmrmmaiagy :

v Vorabulary plays &k & y‘rcie in EU. students academlc SURCESS 1(:|ark
& lshlda 2005}

e- Deveiu;: mnceptua!and eritical ﬁhmking gkills
- Promote student-student cofisborations {Kasper & Weiss, 2005)
« Sroali group discussion
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“Things t¢ consider to Support TELLS *
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@ ngrammatic Mattors
+ Small number of ELLs anmi!mgfmm agdult ELL programs to
post-set is sratl
- Alare scals study showed anly 12% of ESL. students went on to
enroll in coliege credit courses {Price & Jenkins, 2005)

o ancthar study showed that only 5-10% of GED students {both ELL
ard non-ELL} complete at least ane year of post sec, (Tyler, 200%)
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*Things to consider to Support TELLS
# Prograsmmatic Maﬁ:ers
~ + Address rion-atademic factors
» Fransporiation
« Childcare

= Provide orientation to students

« Provide students with | lnfnrmasbonab-:sut e mnnagema stress
management, studv skuls, et: {Aiamprese 2005}
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‘Fhmgs to mns;der t@ Supp@rt TELLS

= Progeammatic Matiers
+ Address academic faciors

- v lse content based ESL instruction to itnprove acadamic
preparadness in aduits (Brinton & Masters, 1697}

& Profote strong Sollaboration between ESL program
dastination points

¢ Help studenes tackle transition barriers
s Sociétol, Systems, Institutional, Personal (see hondout)
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%to consider t URpP

Froper TELL programiming and instrustions! Supgott

Withdkxt proper supports, students will
drop out {Johnson, Haas, Harrell, &
Alameda, 2004)
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,TELE. Project — Stv;dy

Project Activities

Studyimplementation | Reporting.
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=¥earch Literature on

Source Purpose . :
Rance-Roney Examines the differancas between acadanic and ESL
{1993} programis,
ﬂprovtdes o :iear migthodology thet researchers or
praciitioners can repdicate fo gauge the credibility of
propasitions made regarding appwaches that support
i ES. student transitioh, :
Tewds Cé'nter for | Publisheda 12-arficle newsiener &n learner tignsitions
the Advancemem sithres artickes focusing on ESL to ABE tmnsiﬁun
af theraqt & |wApproashesseem promising. I o Y
JLearming. {T"ALL witirtle daseriptive or impact data an thers, such s the
2007} type of stidents they serve, the TELL model
" ernploy and thelr effectiveness. . E
tecor sion, A, & St 6, 907 ectngod, . B9
nmtdmmmwmwemw-m L35, B0, Wastingwon, DA, .

esearch Literature 60

o

Researcher |Purpose
Floras and Chulp Discuss student ESL transition into
[2005) C academic reading and wilting based ona
sarnple of practitioners in ong program in
one state
Benware (1988} '_‘ Des'czibeéétraﬁsit‘lonai ESL program at a
| communtty college .
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T TELL Study - Program Selection

1. ldentifying ngraén’s {Tremendous interest)
» Self Nomination or Skite D:rector Nominations
o Litarature Review
° Subject Matter Experts :
: Request for infarmation [Litnited Respuﬂses}
e Types of infarmation Reguestad

i, o Curent reporis showing ﬁ_mgrﬂm Descdpt‘l'p;_lsf Batzon
transitioning studient )

3, Crlzena for E\;aluatlng En‘i’nrmatlon and Selecting Sites

wmkammnm h 1 1 e
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2 Three Fundamental Principles

1. Duta - smma i?ectcen of Inform _twn
© Learner entry & exie; ‘amer transiticn numbers; Learner suttonmes

& ga&ns Learnar Charad rimcs, Learner persistence
2. Mechantsms ~Coharent stems

@ Program Desipn Adtinistrath ey} Professioh
developraghtand tralning; Intake-Exlt Cnaniihation Support; :
svs’oemsiOv aborat;ons

Hecton kessdn gk
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» What emergad from a review of mfarmaiien
recemed from sﬁ:es?

Prograny biiswalt defined transition | Program daes not hevas wall

vizss {or sab of tlasses) thatis . 1defied transtilon class or program ,

phvsﬁcaliy ::ttii!téd @nd thatis bm hasvaried programmatic and
hatiyand prog feally 11 | practices said 10

deg,[grﬁqlﬁ for Ahe pufiosss of 'pp_omate tmnstﬁoning. '

preparlng distinctESL student coborts
for ABE, ASE, ar GED classes,
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TELL ngram SEIQCﬁon - in.furmationSmeening Results

+ Whiat emerged from a review of informiation
rageived from sites? {con’t)

lmemnl Acthrmus o anrnnlemmM .Ac‘uuiues

Ali e

from ESt to AEE;'GED;‘ME) atori ﬁom ESL16 ABEIGEDIPSE} oL i
ane lacatlon/program WO BF MGTe programs; destiaation
pmnts afe e:e:emal (e 2.0 ESLin orte.
logatign; and ABE/GEDASE Inah
R
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i ’TELE_ S&te Selemow Flnai Decnsron

& Selecﬁon for Vaar § - Four Pragrams

® "f’hree Distinct with fufl ragrammmg

® One indistinct with full'pr grarmring

o {One Pilst Site — with fult programming)

@ Rationale far 5electlng full programiming sztes

o Easy monlmﬂng and obsarvation ™ . - :
esfor studenttmckmg and n‘\anagament ;

& Better Internal réfationships with staff antd studerits that allows far

better predicto f student ;Jer’ft:rmamm &nd upward mobility
e fore likely to'hiave! h!stonc dats on studenis,
v Retmspemveﬂongltudmaidata most iii:eiy to he available; data
Satinuum a\qaiiab&e
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lf you have d TEI.I. pwgra s

- ¢ Describe the pmgmm(s} What Jessons did you earhii
the development of this pmgram? What might you du
d;ffenantly?

s if vou da noi: have a TELL progmrn m your state:

slisgges/epportunities do Vol ses i your

syste to spart 3 TELL program? What would you nzed

o start & ELL ?mgram?

tctrr-tdnson, A & Shoadir, B, [2008). fast
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Next Steps: ’E’ELL §ste Visits

Vishts to fen pmgmms around the cur.mw tFaur pmgrams in 2009; Six

» Whisg resuits are most important to \;ou?
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Teansitioning English Language Learners

Questions?
. Comments?

THANK YOUI -
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AMERICAN INSTITUTES FOR RESEARCH

TRANSITIONING ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS (TELL) STUDY

POTENTIAL ADULT ESL TRANSITION BARRIERS

Exhibit E-1. Potential Adult ESL Transition Barriers {Societal, Systems, Institutional})

¢ Poverty Silos (federal and program level) Curricular mismatch

® Sexism Fragmented and Incoherent Adult ESL Systems between ESOL and ABE

¢ (lassism TESOL = black hole GED stumbling block

®  Poor housing Language in testing and licensing unnecessarily Lack of meaningful systems
¢ Weszk schools compiex for advising transitioning

®  Social myths students

¢ Low-wage jobs

¢ Racism

Exhibit E-2. Potential Adult ESL Transition Barriers (Personat)

Emotions
Fear of failure

Anger—"1 used to be somebody”
Hopelessness—“V'll never finish. it’s too hard”
Discouraged—“My _____ doesn’t want me to”
Defeatism—"I didn’t do weli, I'd better quit”
Shame—"1 didn’t do well; | can’t talk with anyone”

®« & © ©® © ©

Educational

¢ |ack or experience with the system

e Lack of “strategic competence” {navigating the system and maneuvering to make it work for you}
e Lack of preparation for college level work

¢ little experience with seif-efficacy in transition

Socio-Cultural

*  No “community of support” for academic life

¢ Ljttle experience with building necessary social networks
e Little experience accessing “help functions”

¢ Little experience with diversity

Linguistic

e Limited opportunity to develop “academic English”

¢ Individual gaps in grammar, academic writing, and “careful language use”
e Little experience with academic and “sub-technical” vocabulary

* Little experience with more academic structures
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Worksheet: PICK YOUR PROGRAM!

N

Noirfoon | Yes No Yes Yes Yas ™ Noinfoon | Yes
exiy - exit
Yes info not No Someinfo [Yes 1 Yes someinfo | No
available available avatlable
No Yes No Yes No- ) Yes No goals No
assessmen : N tracking
tdata _— )
Seme data | Yes No No [ ves . Some data | Some data | Some data
available e available available | available
i No Ne No Yes \ No No No
M_//
Yes . No No data No data Not Yes No
availabte availabie document
P ed
Datanot | Yes Yes ! No Datanot | No
disaggrega “doctiment | document | disaggrega | document
ted stion of ation of ted ation of
data data data
\Yes Yes Yes No No Yes Yes
Yas,not | /Yes, not Yes Yes, not “Ye§, nat 3| No Yes, not Yes, not
1 clearly for /‘ clearly for clearly for | clearly far / ciearly for | clearly for
i transition transition | transitlon’ transition | transition
No Yes NfA - | NfA | NfA No N/A-
document internal /| interhal 3 | internal internal
ation of transition || transition./ | transition transition
coliaborati o
on
No clear Yes No clear Yas No No Ne
document docurment document | document
ation ation ation, but | ation, but
claims claims
data exists | datas exists
Some Yes Yes Yes, but Yes, but No Some
not ciearly | not clearly
for for
transition transition
Not clear No Yes Ne Not ¢lear Not clear No No
from info document document | from info from info document | document
provided ation ation provided provided ation ation
available available available available
Not clear Not clear Yes Not clear Not clear Not clear Not clear Yes
from infe from info from info from info from info from info
prqf\g'i_(‘:led provided provided provided provided provided
No Yes Yas, Yes, Some Sorae Saome
document mainly mainly
atlon internal internal
available cotlaborati | collaborati
on on
Yes Yes No No Yes No No
Yes Yes Some Some Some Limited Yes
supports SUpperts supports supports
Yes Yes Yes Some Some Some Some
instruction | instruction | instruction | instruction
al al al al
strategies strategies strategies | sirategies
Yas Yes Somewhat | Somewhat | Somewhat | No Someawhat
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Worksheet: The Future of TELL

8 If you have a TELL program(s) in your state:

¢ Describe the program(s). What lessons did you leam in the development of this
program? What might you do differently?

® If you do not have a TELL program in your state:

¢ What challenges/opportunities do you see in your system to start a TELL
program? What would you need to start a TELL Program?

American Institutes for Research — 1000 Thomas Jefferson Street ~ Washington, DC 20007
Eor more information on the TELL study, contact ahector-mason@air.org or Dshaewitz@air.org




