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Tramiitioning English
Language Learners
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Anestlne Heçtor:7Mason and Da:,hiià Shaewltz
Amerícimlnstltutes for Research (AIR)

0\ United stáWs

~ 5th hlghést perèentage offorelgn'-bòrnln its adult
population (We9geworth, 2004)

~ "at least 409';" ~iìd perhaps as much as 52%, of the net

~rO\lh iii the,U,S.reS_ide~t popula:ion'?Uring:,the,:decade of
the)990's was dué to new foreign-born lrtriig,ratíon" (Sum;
Kir5th, & Taggart, 20Ò2, p.29).
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ESI, Student Population Dëlt~
a Diverse Characteristics

I¡ More than 40 percent of the Oll~r: t.hree millon stude,ri,tt1n
fed~~llv funded adult educaíon,program. are English làngiJage
lèarnei::'(Ells) (ED, 2004) representlJ1-g immigrants ao'd
refuga:e~from a wide range of natlo.nalìtJes and cultural
backgrOiii'as, .tUS, Department ofEducation¡ 2004)
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ESl Student Population Dàta (cent'd)
"" L1terac.y"Levels

'" 40% óf adult ESL students are in the lowes Uteraci
functioning levels, yet they nèed these literacy skíls to
succeed In Jobs and 'lii further edÜcttidri, (National Retiorting
System for Adult-Education (NRS, 2006)

. ,
""~';&,si.._~,~T~'I.~i.~",,,,",=n.""¡M"""otMo~
&If'..~.a~'''Mo,)l,~,,,.w,,~,1l - ;

Sl Student Popu!atii)1' Data (col'td)

G Ll~racy ievels:: ,~,,', _,'

~'ln ~003, 61% of adults eg~ i6,aodolder W¡:d'~pÓke Spanish'
b~f_oi: $trting school haÇiS~iQw Basic lltracYr

'" 26% ofaçiults, who spoke a lang,u~,ge other than EiigHsh or

Spanish'~fÏ~ Beiow, Basic HterafY í-q:unp¡ire this Wlt~Q~ far
Erl-gllsh oiilý sp'è'akerS''nd 14%10'r' English +' Sp.mlsh'speakél')

(NML, 2003) ..

~""&""O,,,'i~_",.._..,,.~,.#~'¡i~M;"",Ol_~"",,s,,..Oò_i.17.~.,,,\I'''''*D.e. ;

Implication
Q Growin~ :I'eed for English

4- "Givenl~rnlgrants' growing:shw-e of our nation's dtli:ens,
workers',dàrd'fumJles, promotlr~ theIr acquls-tloo, (~fEJlglJsh
is arguablyttie most imp0rt'otintegration chatkng_~~a_nd
opportunlty-fac1ng our city, stb;' and federal gover~ment"
(McHugh, Gèlatt, &Flx, 2007, p, S), . ,

\i
Hector-Mason, A., & Shaewitz, D, (2009).
Transitioning English Language Learers,
2009 National Meeting of Adult Education
State Directors, March 17-19,2009.
Washington, D.C.
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Who are TELLs and
How can they be best

supported?

ll""_"-~"""""O'l2¡."i.""'''''''''''¡;~'1i~,:i",,,,,,,.i,,¡,,,..""Uo.,o.""~....,,.)J""~~' "., . 7.

Q', T~t¥Hlave cli"ttS~,hadtgrounds .

'.l'Diverse'EducaHon Level,:,,' "",,-,.' " '
~: ESL learneTs have wider range of edu~atlonai b¡¡àgrounds than Aß,E

iearmirs

. One third lack high school education

. Education needs are gre~er for lmmlgrarits frqm Meid.;o (Wrigley
et at 2003; Schmldley, 2001)

" -"
~",;"".i~~;¡W;~~_",/li,~,,";i-~"";ii,~""Mo..ri~M~"~Si~~~.~":'I';~:iw~iM.._ .- .-

Who are TElls? (cont'd)
,¡ Tvpes of TELls

9 Students with hìgner edLlcatloo ,level_s - students with h,lgher
lev~ispf ~9ucatjori who exltl?lW¡th~oàls. sùch,~s,ta~¡ngthe
,èED,~ an~ m.ov¡rgto-pòst's~coMa,ryed¡J~tion;., '

l; ShlQents who ne\,Q to enter ~BË from ESl to fil eduçational
gaps_and bJJì!d t!)elr literacy skWs befre they are ready for
hIgher let.rriiflg,

ii
ctor-Mason, A., & Shaewitz, D. (2009).
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o VarIed English Proficiency

~ Students who were bom in the !jnited States, but have not.
acquired full prOficiency 1n Erigllsl'.
. Wtitlh-g sklls show traces of noo-rfat:1ve lánguage transfer

. Skils sfrni1ar to ABE Students wliose',r¡adlng and writ1ngskìls leave
them'uMer prep"red tp ba successful In postsecondary education
andtralnirig

~ Generation 1.5 (Crandall & Sl1eppard, 2004; Thonus, 2003)

it SNdeiits born ¡rft~e U5 or ame to the lJS',a~:cliildren;Litit'
hàv~ grown up'in households where a languàg~',other than
Engiish is spoken (Sadler, 2004)

"'''~A.ll~Q,(O;"..''i..,''''~i.._~.''''''''''_'~._~""~"".l1'~"i:W""',,i-,,,e.' In

ø AeademicMatters ,';;' ,_ ,,-,'
9 ,E'lphasiie_skllls_tliat facilitàta tr-ansiti9-l'."' fRance-ROney;

1995)
~'Fotuson laiiuag~Aa;uracy

. Language 'form,i;nd meaniri/ir(Long and RobInson, 1998)

. Sp_~;d~c fe_()ures:~r ianguag~,(Y~,; 200.1; ~~.~fl~;_2000)

.lnc1ud.EfEktE!ßsiVêre:~d.iÓg and gen'~,abased"~riting
. Reading' ls the h'òst l!niior:nt skJII (G~7n; ,205; Rao, 2005)
. Readlng:I~~e,V to acad,erÝk ~~~cess (Rao;l00S)

~'Writing isç'rltical to trarisitJon
. Genre based'approachtotea.i;lilng readlng(So,;m05)

_.."""'.i:~..otp;_;"ot..O$!r'....."'i....iml"..""M~oI"'"1j
"'",""~""LW~~""17.",.=i.W,,"~b.(. - - l.1

"',,"'..... ..,,"""-~.

irigs tó consider to Support JELLS

o Academic Mattrs

. Develop vocabl!larycentered tin lesswfrquel1tlv used
atadernictermihD'¡~gy
. Voe¡¡bulary plays á'&yrole 1n ELLsiúd~nts acadëmic success (Clark

&lshida,200S)

. oevelo:ptÍ!1ceptualkÚid c,ritical thinking i;kits
. Prornclte student-student collaboratioìis (Kasper & Weiss, 2005)

. Smallgroupdiscussion

ii
Hector-Mason, A., & Shaewitz, D. (2009).
Transitioning English Language Learers.
2009 National Meeting of Adult Education
State Directors, March 17-19,2009.
Washington, D.C.
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" programmatic Matters

~ Small number of Ells enrollng from adult Ell programs to
post..ec is small
. A large scelè' stUdy showed only 12% of Ë5L students went on to

enroll in college credIt courses (Prlce &Jenkins,200Sj

. Another study showed that only 5.10% of GED students (both Ell
and non-ELL) complete at least one year of post sec, (TYler, 2001)

~""~l1..",O.~_T'''1I..&Øi._i-",:iU.""",,,,,ol'''''
"'"\,~~~I__.M.";lr.u.'J.w..i",,, '3

hings to consider to Support TELLS

ll Programm~tic M_áttrs

. Address l'Qn~at:ademi:factors

. Transpprttlon

~ ChUdcare

Provide orientation tostud~nts
. ProvIde studi,mts w1ri:1,nforrrà\:apabout tlni.è"ti~niig~.m~nYi ,stess

management, study skíUs, etc(Alamprese, 2005) .

~""...""~..~.i"",l""l,i",,,,,,,,,~_I''''';:,,,,,,~,~
Mo,¡¡~.."'t\,,,,,.rtJ7'~,i.w,,_M. l~

~~..."""'''c..,,"''-'

-¡rigs to considertó Slipp6rttäLS

" Programmatic lVa~ers

'l Address academic factrs
~,USe Content båséd ESL instru_ctlon to Improve academIc

pf"paredness In adults (8rinton & Mastrs, 1997)
tj Promote $Otigèallaboration between ESl program

deStinatiòn points

~ Help stui';ents tackle transition barriars:
. Societal, Systems, Institutional, Personal (see handout)

ii
;ctor-Mason, A., & Shaewitz, D. (2009).

Transitioning English Language Learers.
2009 National Meeting of Adult Education
State Directors, March 17-19, 2009.
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ProperTEUprogrammlngulidlliffctlP/oISuppa

Without proper sUj)ports, students wil
drop out (Johnson, Haas, Harrell, 8.

Alameda, 2004)

.' ..
~/Ìi";_I:O.(l~1~""~,,,_,,i.ri.ioN,tI~..j,,ol"""'..'_"I:~~i1.~:Ow~D.c, :,'. 16
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The TELL PrQJed

W1Jliit is it àbout~

__A,!-~""D.t',1,,,~~"_wm.._itiiilOOI""'~"."'''''
i;~",'Su,.tI!~_'i1.~=iW~~D. .' . 11

TEllPI't)ject ..eöals
L To exmirié'arid describe tj~í¡_ties and insiruction_al and

programnia~ic: ~rategies that,suPl~rt advaófe,a, adult

EngJish l~n~aøal~arners (~L4lc~ntinued d,~v_elopment or

Eiiiiiii'h /lra¿¡ë!_o/ _'I~ 'ÝIJi) a~,~¡j¡¡vl! "¿~rkriltt;'n~~'ìis~ Pfon",¡"cy:ìn,QnJrr t:' "
~,il~lIytmni:r_:¡~:".dolt ba* ecloClI(m v¡eE),"r~d;ult.~èondiryeco¡;~(l~ lASE); .
cim?ti" a hf¡h .tblJl"'qulll""CJ program ancll!~m~ ",rnp.lt fer p~eoondnr¡
"dOCtione"dlhe11sice,"M:y~",~.¡l.'e.

2. ihinovidethe::~l\'~,With knowledg,ë about the p'o!ÎGies and

programmati:è:~~~¡inStructinnàJ.pi:ttiçes that:~~~p~rt
adult ELlS transitions j\,,,,, Et:g1M'.. .s~Ctna IJlngu~ge (f-j.e¡viCe l~iQ hl~
so;¡'~l~qUlvaler.t: p,~¡iirailon.proram..I"dudlnRÁ.ßf.!G.(i.

ii
Hector-Mason, A., & Shaewitz, D. (2009).
Transitioning English Language Learers.
2009 National Meeting of Adult Education
State Directors, March 17-19,2009.
Washington, D.C.
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"TEll Project - Study
j projettAttivities

~~~--._._-:ii"'Ë.n*kói:r .,"""
/Oi:'
Vi;

=~~~~=~~.""..,,,,,.,,~.oi'l..~.,,~,M¡' j.

Source
Rance-Roney
(1995)

Purpose
EXamines th,e differences between academIc; and ESL

prögrárr~~

8provlde~rio cleii mèthooologvthet researchers or
¡;ractitloncrsairireplicatetog.ugethei;redibiltyof
proposltlol)smaderegardl.ng?PPWlJchesthatsupport
ESLstudenttrai:isitiOi'i,

Published a i2-irtlcle' i:e:W~letttÓ~ ie(¡rnertfansltlons
WIhre artldes fucusingon ESi: to;A~E transltion

ØAPproachesseempromlsing:_" ";,:'- ",:":,:.
mUttle descrIptive or !mpactdata ö.li tl1em, sucl¡ asthe:

tyeofstudents they serve, the 'rElL model tliev/.
emplO:yand theIr effectiveness, , '.

Texs Çehter for
the l\';iarcement
of Utèracv ~;.
Learning,(Tè;AL,L¡

2007)

_'l"""V..~",."lim:i""""",~",_-",,,,i,,,,,,ii,-,,,'~_"""¡ :mMo.."'.""...."'''''l'""fI.".=.w''_O' .

Resei;rclier
Flores and Chulp

12005)

Purpose
Discuss student ESL transltlon into
aCõdemic reading and writing ba~ed on a
sample of practitioners In one program In
one state

Benware (1989) Describes a t¡imsitional ESL program at a
community college

\'
,ctor-Mason, A, & Shaewitz, D. (2009).

Transitioning English Language Learers.
2009 National Meeting of Adult Education
State Directors, March 17- i 9, 2009.
Washington, D.C.
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TEll Study - Program Selection

1. IdeÙ1.tlfying Programs (Tremendous Interest)
.. Self Nomination or Statè Director Nominatíons

.. Uté'rature RevIew

.. Subject/VatterExpert
2. Request ftr Information (UmltêdRespoflses)

.. Types of InfÓrmailon Requested

. Current rept)rts,s~~W\~,g"p'~ram DescrlptíQn.s, Qa-t,on
. transltlorilrigstudentSi,et-, .

3. Criteria for Evaiuatll'g iriformation and Selecting Sites" "
~~/L"_..~,_'"......'.ti._,.,,,i.!l""1"'''''a''',",
f!~"",*~_17.'UOO'.w""",,,,,,: . u

TEll Program Selection Criteria
9: "Three Fut1i:mentaIPdn,~lple'$

LData - S~iniltië,è~líection of InfOrlråt;iòn
13 ll:,;irnerentry & exit;, i£"!i',Ùtralisltion numb;ers; Lei.pier outcomes

&'galns;Leai-erCháraêtr¡stC$¡~¡;arne,rperslst'en"e

2. ,M~,t~,~nisrts-Cohere,nt$V~~m$ ",.',,'
o Prbgraii'Oesigr;'Mlllnlstratio~ ,an~'p~l1cyjfrofessio~¡i-...

deve1çipm,ê)1tMd trining; rntá~e-E~itCoo'j't:iihatlon;Supp,oft,

systm's/~!,lilbora~:¡,~n,S"" , "". .,' ,~, ,:. '

3, Stra~~ie~',:fP?n~,rf;,~t ,Plans and'PÒ1~cie:s .
o rnrtructlonàistrteles (Curriculum and InstctIon); Assessriji~t

and prograníe.~~.lü~tl,tiii,

_."'..~_i:O.ilw.l-t~..t.""'""'''"''.iill"'_..'''',,U~~t"..,';.'..M.,,,l1.~'Z!.w""~D.C .

'¡ELL Program Šeiection - Informatì~nSCreen¡ng~~~ults

$ Whét ernerg~d froni, ateview of information
reèe-rv-ed from sites?:'

1. Twq;pt~Ypmng types'óf

I'ro-irim~,oesriothVla,well
d~ìjl'dtrri¡tion cl~S$orproll81in,
~uth;¡sv¡rledprogral1rì;¡tlcmid
iii\'tict\t:ri~ipractiss;¡ld,ò
p¡,moietlUllsltonlng.'

ii
Hector-Mason, A., & Shaewitz, D. (2009).
Transitioning English Language Learers.
2009 National Meeting of Adult Education
State Directors, March 17-19,2009.
Washington, D.C.
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TELL Program Selection - lnformatlonScnlrig Results

Q What emerged from a review of infórmation
recèived from' ,sit~s?,(con't)

ll1térnnlActMtles
Alltrniisljloiimgactl'llas(movemnnt
frmESltoAaE1GEOlA5E)oec'in
oneioCitlon/iÌro¡¡m

"',"_,A.'''''~'',o.-i(m~,,,,,_..,,i._i.,,._U,,\,,,,,..",,.tM'''
""..""''.''''''M,''l!:l!.1O,w_.."c. io

,""".."""-"",.,,",,,,.;.,..,

Ell Site Selecticm - Final Decision.

c¡ Seleçtion for Year i :-;Four Programs
'" i'li/ee Distinct wIth full prqgramming
.. Onelnóistinct with fuilprò~rammlng
'" (Onè Piløt Site - with full progra,mmlng)

Q- Rationale f~r selecting filII programming sites
o Easym~nl~~rln~?ndobservatlon ,"".:.,::'

o Bettropportynltí~sforstudenttráckínB;ir\drtanl\gerrent.'

o Bettrlnternairfiationshipswithstff,lndi;Jdentsthatallowsfur
bettr predlCi9i:9.r st\:dent perfrman~ ¡in,d, \Jpwõlrd mobìlity

~'More likely ~'~a,yc,l¡IStoHc data on students',: '

~ Retwspectve/lbng:ltudirialdat'mostU¡'elytóqeavallabI8:data
còritlriuumaiiaiiablè.

"=~:;'i,~;';:e.;lt';.~o1_Ii,,~'',:iN,i-;''''''olh''¡' u';

Engaging the Aiiilience

.
~tor-Mason, A., & Shaewitz, D. (2009).

Transitioning English Language Learers.
2009 National Meeting of Adult Education
State Directors, March 17-19,2009.
Washington, D.C.
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.' ". ' ,
~ lfvøu have 'a TELL~'~'g~~W(st.ln your state:

~ 'QescFibethe prog~rt(.s~,,~hat.lessò:ns did you leath'in'
the development of this prög~m:? What might you do ('
ç:,iffere.ntly? ' ;

Q lfYQU,aÓ,~~t hil"e aTELl progra,~ i~ YO~,r,st~'~e:

.'\ifÍáfcl1~,i'¡~Òge$ltlpportunjtIes'dq yóy"seè' In yotl:
systin t¡?:~târt'~tT-tLL program? Whatwouldyou need
to start: aTELlPi"gram?

, , ","~..i;:;_D,i=Tt_~i.~i=iW,,!"_'"
"".~,i,~~~"'_''''.,,"W~,ø,,' ' . '. ~

l-4'""A.~_..o,i-i-'"",""",~,~60,",1'H.''''M''''.of"'""ii""''I..''..',M''''...,=W''':*'p,c.; ~

Nèxt Steps: TEU. Site Visits

Vislttóten pro¡nms around the-counti(FOur prcramsln 2009; SIx

Pro~ra!r~i;I\..2010)
Fínàírè¡:Ir¡:2:(i1(f.'.,' ,', ,,:,',", '
$Wh¡'t~!liiIiU iiant to learn1rQmthE!~e
site 1Iìsltsi' '
0- whät~~s~itSaremost importnt to lj~7

1\ ,""''''''';oA'~~""a!~,Ii,_""",~"_",,_~_~'''¡OoM'',,oI¥'''11 """~""",~,,""""17"!!l=,W,_,,,.: .3'
Hector-Mason, A., & Shaewitz, D. (2009).
Transitioning English Language Learers.
2009 National Meeting of Adult Education
State Directors, March 17-19,2009.
Washington, D.C.
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lransitioriing English language learners

QUl:sth::ms?

Comments?

THANK VOU!

ctor-Mason, A., & Shaewitz, D. (2009).
Transitioning English Language Learers.
2009 National Meeting of Adult Education
State Directors, March 17-19,2009.
Washington, D.C. 11



AMERICAN INSTITUTES FOR RESEARCH

TRANSITIONING ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS (TELL) STUDY

POTENTIAL ADULT ESL TRANSITION BARRIERS

Exhibit E-1. Potential Adult ESL Transition Barriers (Societal, Systems, Institutional)

. Poverty

. Sexism

. Classism

. Poor housing

. Weak schools

. Social myths

. Low-wage jobs

. Racism

Silos (federal and program level)
Fragmented and Incoherent Adult ESL Systems

TESOL = black hole

Language in testing and licensing unnecessarily
complex

Curricular mismatch
between ESOL and ABE

GED stumbling block
Lack of meaningful systems
for advising transitioning
students

Exhibit E-2. Potential Adult ESL Transition Barriers (Personal)

Emotions
. Fear of failure

. Anger-"I used to be somebody"

. Hopelessness-"I'II never finish. It's too hard"

. Discouraged-"My _ doesn't want me to"

. Defeatism-"I didn't do well, I'd better quit"

. Shame-"I didn't do well; I can't talk with anyone"

Educational
. Lack or experience with the system

. Lack of "strategic competence" (navigating the system and maneuvering to make it work for you)

. Lack of preparation for college level work

. Little experience with self-efficacy in transition

Socio-Cultural
. No "community of support" for academic life
. Little experience with building necessary social networks

. Little experience accessing "help functions"

. Little experience with diversity

Linguistic
. Limited opportunity to develop "academic English"

. Individual gaps in grammar, academic writing, and "careful language use"

. Little experience with academic and "sub-technical" vocabulary

. Little experience with more academic structures
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Transitioning English language learners Study

Worksheet: PICK YOUR PROGRAM!

8'
Yes Yes

Info not No Some info Yes No

available available
Yes No Yes Yes No

Yes No No Some data Some dêlta Some data 

available available available

No No No No No No

Yes No No data No data Not Yes No

available available document
ed

Yes Yes ~ No No Data not No" /' document disaggrega document'docûment
ation of atlon of ted ation of

data data data

\Yes
Yes Yes No No Yes Yes

/Yes, not Yes Yes, not Yeš;not No Yes, not Yes, not

dearly for clearly for dearly for. dearly for clearly for 

transition transition transition transition transition

No Yes N!A- )'f!A;:;_, N!A- No N!A-

document internal interhal internal internal

ation of transition i transitioa) transition transition

collaborati ',__~~r' ..",

on
No clear Yes No clear Yes No No No

document document document document

atiori atlon ation, but ation, but
claims claims
data exists data exists

Some Yes Yes Yes, but Yes, but No Some

not clearly not clearly

for for
transition transition

No Yes No Not clear Not clear No No

document document from info from Info document document

ation ation provided provided ation ation

available available available available

Not clear Yes Not clear Not clear Not clear Not clear Yes

from info from info from info from info from info

provided provided provided provided provided

No Yes Yes, Yes, Some Some Some

document mainly mainly

atlon internal internal
available collaborati collaborati

on on

Yes Yes No No Yes No No

Yes Yes Some Some Some Limited Yes

supports supports supports supports

Yes Yes Yes Some Some Some Some

instruction instructlon instruction instruction

'I ,i 'I 'I

strategies strategies strategies strategies

Yes Somewhat Somewhat Somewhat No Somewhat

(\~~\;\" i- tv",IC Æ

~~;~~
A- ')Vllt/t-/'" '

S \
1\

., 1 ,~._,'
,_t;i'j'l,Jío""
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2009 National Meeting of Adult Education State Directors

Transitioning English language learners Study

Worksheet: The Future of TELL

II If you have a TELL program(s) in your state:

. Describe the program(s). What lessons did you learn in the development of this

program? What might you do differently?

II If you do not have a TELL program in your state:

. What challenges/opportunities do you see in your system to star a TELL

program? What would you need to start a TELL Program?

American Institutes for Research - 1000 Thomas Jefferson Street - Washington, DC 20007
For more information on the TELL study, contact ahector-masontâair.ora or Dshaewitz(âalr.ora


