RFBD’s Conversion to Digital Format:

 What does that mean??
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Background:  Recordings for Blind and Dyslexic provides books on tape and are moving towards compact disc recordings for individuals with either reading issues or vision impairments.

Past- These recordings have been done on cassette tapes. The tapes have 4 tracks and need to be played on specialized tape players. They will not play on standard audio tape players.
Present and Future- RFBD is moving towards digital CD format.  Eventually all new books they are reading and recording will be formatted in this CD version. 

· Cassettes will still be available for older books that are already on tape.

· It will take several months to get a Digital (CD) book put on a tape.

What Does this Mean? Students will need to start transitioning to CD use.  Within 10 years tapes may be completely phased out.

· If you are thinking of purchasing any equipment for your program, you may want to consider purchasing equipment that will play RFBD’s new format.

What Equipment Do Students Need? The CD’s will not play on a standard CD player. They can either be played using:

· Computer Software- cost between $85 and $109

· Specialized CD players- cost between $249 and $495

**If a student is registered with Mass. Commission for the Blind or Mass Rehab, these agencies may help with funding.
Why are They Doing This?  Advantages CD’s have over Tapes:

· Better Navigation: Navigate page by page. With the cassettes student would have to fast forward/rewind and listen for tones to find a specific page/chapter. With the software or specialized CD player, students can open to any page instantaneously.
· Bookmarking: CD’s allow for a bookmark feature. Students can electronically book mark certain pages and open to them directly.

· Convenience: A book that takes up 10 tapes will now only need 1 CD.
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