Raising Awareness and Building Momentum for Adult Education Investments

2010-2011 Activities for Local Programs


	Time Period
	Activity
	Who

	Summer/Fall 2010
	
	

	July – October
	Voter education/registration with students 
 - For voting in Primary (9/14): deadline to register is August 14th
 - For voting in general election (11/2): deadline to register is October 2nd
	Program staff obtain voter registration cards from Board of Elections and develop classroom/ program-wide activities 
(see Classroom Resources below)



	After September 14th/before November 2
	After primary invite gubernatorial candidates to program to meet students. Reach out to state and federal candidates for office and invite to programs

Secretary of State website for candidates: www.sos.ri.gov/candidates/

	Directors as a group invite all candidates to visit a program of their choice (include list and contact info)  



	
	Alliance will prepare briefing paper for candidates about workforce development/adult education
	Workforce Alliance

	September
	Group of adult learners and providers request meeting with Commissioner Gist to discuss 2012 budget request and extend invitation to visit programs
	Directors will decide who will attend meeting with Gist, who will contact.(AE Advisory Council could also be the ones to organize this)

	September 13-17th
	National Adult Education & Family Literacy Week
	Local programs could reach out to local papers for media coverage

	October
	Educate adult learners about the importance of voting 
	Program staff 



	November
	Congratulation letters to newly-elected Governor and all state legislators and federal delegation
	Sample letter provided by Workforce Alliance

	November
	Meeting with Governor’s transition team
	Workforce Alliance will coordinate and engage adult ed directors

	November-December
	Invite local legislators to visit the programs prior to the legislative session starting in January 2011
	Local adult ed programs schedule meetings with Reps/Senators in their district

	January 2011 Legislative Session
	
	

	First 2 weeks of January 2011 (budget must be submitted by Feb. 3)
	Postcards from students to new Governor requesting adequate funding for adult education in budget

Executive Director/Board Chair of adult ed programs send letters to new Governor requesting funding for adult education in budget
	STAND staff & Advisory Board (personal delivery of postcards by STAND)

Postcard and Sample letter provided by Workforce Alliance (early December)

	February
	Alliance will provide analysis of workforce development/adult education funding in the 2012 budget
	Workforce Alliance

	Feb – April
	Targeted follow up (calls and letters) from students, staff and allies to members of House and Senate Finance committees
	All programs with guidance from Workforce Alliance

	Feb – March
	Request meeting with Commissioner Gist to coordinate testimony at House/Senate Finance Committee hearings
	Workforce Alliance 

	March - April
	Convene panel of adult learners/providers to testify at House/Senate Finance Committee hearings on RIDE budget and possibly DLT budget
	Workforce Alliance coordinate panel

STAND coordinate students to attend hearings-have representation of support

	Feb – April
	Invite local senator/representatives to visit program if they had not visited as a result of earlier request in the Fall
	All programs

	April – May
	Invitations to Governor and state legislators to speak and/or attend June graduations
	Directors decide on a program to which Governor is invited to speak.  

All programs invite their local Senators and Representatives to attend and/or speak at graduations.

	May 
	Communicate with local Senators and Representatives on the need for adult education funding. Ask that they communicate with general assembly leadership to support what was presented in House and Senate Finance Committees.
	Materials provided by Workforce Alliance

	May
	Participate in Skills2Compete day at state house to raise awareness of adult education and workforce development needs.


	Workforce Alliance

	July
	Copies of press coverage; student graduation speeches and the number of graduates to Governor, state and federal legislators
	Directors

	On going
	Engage in federal advocacy (ie: alerts from National partners)

Set up meetings with federal delegation when they’re in the district to raise awareness of adult education investments 
	Guidance from Art Ellison and Workforce Alliance

Raise awareness of adult education program with congressional members in their district

	On going
	Raise awareness of adult education impact on adults by telling student stories

· Collect stories and develop communication strategy to tell stories of adult learners and the impact adult education investments have 

· Stories on your website, sent to policy makers at the state and federal level, Commissioner Gist and funders; pitch to media outlets, put on Facebook
	Local programs reach out to local media outlets-radio. print, television

	On going
	Facebook Page: post announcements/ graduations/ stories of students
	Bernice volunteered to develop and maintain. Program directors forward information of news to be posted on Facebook….


RESOURCE WEBSITES:

Secretary of State Website

To schedule a State House Tour: http://www.sos.ri.gov/publicinfo/tours/
To find information on voting: http://www.sos.ri.gov/vic/
· Check your voter registration, find out who your elected officials are, locate your local board of canvassers, view sample ballots for upcoming elections and find out where your polling place is.

RI General Assembly Website

Main Page http://www.rilin.state.ri.us/
House of Representatives http://www.rilin.state.ri.us/Email/RepEmailListDistrict.asp
Senators contact informationhttp://www.rilin.state.ri.us/Email/SenEmailListDistrict.asp
To obtain list of House and Senate Finance Committee Members: http://www.rilin.state.ri.us/CommitteeMembers/
Adult Education Associations and Advocacy Links

National Coalition for Literacy Advocacy Clearing House and Toolkit http://national-coalition-literacy.org/advocacy/
Commission on Adult Basic Education http://www.coabe.org/about/index.html
The National Council of State Directors of Adult Education (NCSDAE) http://www.ncsdae.org/
American Association for Adult and Continuing Education (AAACE) http://www.aaace.org
Classroom Resources 

The Change Agent, a periodical from NELRC (New England Literacy Resources Council).  Back issues are downloadable for free, but you must register in order to do so. The March 2008 is an excellent compilation of adult learner activities and writings on advocacy and voting: http://www.nelrc.org/changeagent/pdf/issue26/issue26.pdf 
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