RI Adult Education Conference                   May 25, 2011 
              Rhode Island College Student Union
	
	Room TBA
	Room TBA
	Room TBA
	Room TBA
	Room TBA
	Room TBA

	9:00-

10:30
	Universal Design for Learning 

Elizabeth Dalton 
	Integrating ESOL and Work

Readiness

Barbara Al Sabek
	Computer Assisted ESOL Learning 

Michele Rajotte 
	Strategies for Teaching Phonic Skills  

Sherry Lehane,  Amanda Duffy
	Learning Theories & CASAS Tools

Donna Chambers
	Retaining the Distance Learning Student 

Chrystal Hack

	10:45- 12:15
	What’s Stress Got To Do With It? 

Lenore Balliro
	Teaching Math in the ESOL Classroom

Sherry Lehane
	Working with Volunteers  

Nancy Fritz,

Larry Britt, Deb Venator, Jolene Hamil-Cole
	 STAR Outcomes

Teachers & Directors from RIFLI, RIC Outreach & Pawtucket
	Diagnostic Teaching: Analyzing Student Errors 

Jean Marrapodi  
	Who Is An Adult Learner?  

Wes Garvin and other Adult Learners

	12:15
	lunch – ( 
	 (
	(
	(
	(
	(

	1:15-2:15
	RI Adult Education practitioner standards for instructors

Janet Isserlis
	Literacy Volunteers

Tutor Training Dorothy Brindamour, Karen Shea Feeney
	Case Managers’ Practitioner Learning Community 

Robin Adams
	Using Children’s Literature in the AE Classroom

Sonnie Kpangbai
	High School Credential:
GED or NEDP? 

Angela Salvadore, Donna Chambers
	What is Student Leadership?

Wes Garvin



	2:30-

3:30
	Project LEARN’s Student Intake and Placement Process

Susan Grislis, Elaine Stafford
	Workplace Safety and Rights for ESL & AE Teachers 

James Celenza, Maryann Mederios
	Online Learning with GED-i  

Chrystal Hack
	Using Reading Diagnostics in Low Level Literacy

Nancy Fritz, Barbara Bowen
	Civic Participation 

Beatrice McGeoch
	


timeslot one

Universal Design for Learning (UDL): What is it, and how does it relate to adult literacy and learning? Elizabeth M. Dalton, PhD
Educators are increasingly responsible for providing instruction that meets a growing diversity of learners and their educational needs.  Students want to, and need to be able to learn in ways that are accessible to them, and to have choices in how they share what they have learned. The concept of Universal Design for Learning (UDL), developed by the Center for Applied Special Technology (CAST), is an educational approach that supports these needs. 

Building from an analysis of neuroscience research which identifies three primary neural networks (recognition, strategic, and affective) (Rose & Meyer, 2002), CAST identifies three core principles to follow in the development and implementation of universally designed learning environments.  The three UDL principles (CAST, 1999) are:

multiple means of representation; Multiple means for action and expression, and multiple means for engagement/

These principles, when implemented through planned curriculum design of the goals, methods, materials, and assessments relevant to instruction, and the integrated use of supports, strategies and tools for teaching and learning, hold great potential for establishing truly accessible learning environments for all students (Dalton & Lawrence, 2010).

In this workshop, the framework, principles, and guidelines of UDL will be introduced, explained, and opened up to audience questions.  UDL’s connection to the neurosciences and how the brain learns will be part of the presentation.  The role of UDL in relation to equity of access to the curriculum, and supporting the academic performance of ALL students will be discussed.   Practical examples of UDL implementation in teaching and learning will be shared.  The session will conclude with a facilitated audience discussion on UDL, its relevance and potential benefits to advance adult learning literacy programs, as well as the potential barriers to implementation of the UDL framework in the adult education system.

References:
 

CAST. (1999). UDL Principles. Retrieved November 8, 2010, from http://www.cast.org/research/udl/.

Dalton, E.M. & Lawrence, M. (2010). Universal Design for Learning in General and Special Education Teacher Preparation: A Rhode Island Model. Invited paper. Conference proceedings.  Preparing Special Education Teachers for Mild and Moderate Disabilities, Kuwait University, Kuwait City, Kuwait, April 2010.

	Rose, D.H. & Meyer, A. (2002). Teaching Every Student in the Digital Age: Universal Design for Learning. Alexandria, VA: ASCD. Retrieved February 27, 2011, from http://www.cast.org/teachingeverystudent/ideas/tes/ 


summary:  A workshop exploring Universal Design for Learning (UDL): What is UDL?, What are the UDL principles? What are potential benefits of applying UDL principles and guidelines in adult learning and literacy programs? What are potential barriers to implementation of the UDL framework in the adult education system? Audience discussion encouraged.

Dr. Dalton is Assistant Professor of Special Education at Rhode Island College and Coordinator of UDL and AT Initiatives at the Paul V. Sherlock Center on Disabilities. 

Integrating ESOL and Workforce Readiness Instruction: Incorporating Language and Literacy Objectives into Workforce Activities Barbara Piccirilli Alsabek

Summary:  This workshop demonstrates integration of linguistic and literacy objectives into a workforce readiness curriculum. Participants will work on analyzing standard workforce activities and determining what syntactical and semantic features the activities reinforce.

This workshop will demonstrate how the use of workforce readiness materials and activities can also be explicitly crafted to linguistic and literacy objectives.  The workshop will address how grammar and vocabulary development is inherent in the real-life communication of workforce readiness, and how job related materials can be analyzed and adapted to ‘standard’ ESOL lessons. Participants will be given lessons prepared by the presenter that illustrate how contextualized English can lead to both career and language acquisition outcomes and be asked to deconstruct  a work-related lesson for underlying language objectives.

Barbara Piccirilli Alsabek, MED TESL, is an ESOL/Workforce Readiness teacher at the Genesis Center in Providence, Rhode Island.

Computer Assisted Language Learning in the ESOL Classroom: Friend or Foe? - Michele Rajotte

Computer assisted language learning can be engaging and effective for all learners at all levels.

However, some learners find this technology intimidating and prefer to remain in the classroom.

This workshop will address the issues instructors might have when teaching ESOL students in a class

with multi-level computer skills. It will provide specific computer lessons for beginning learners, useful Internet sites for multi-levels, and time to share the best sites and best practices. Participants are encouraged to bring their laptops.

This workshop demonstrates computer instruction in an ESOL classroom. It will provide teachers with multi-level lessons, useful Internet sites and time to share best practices. Participants are encouraged to bring laptops.

Michele Rajotte, MAT TESL, is an ESOL/ Computer instructor at the Genesis Center in Providence.

Strategies for Teaching Basic Phonic Skills   Sherry Lehane & Amanda Duffy

We often see gaps in the knowledge of our ABE and ESL learners in the areas of decoding and encoding skills.  This workshop will address how these deficiencies affect reading, writing, and speaking skills by taking a look at student profiles and how they can benefit from explicit phonics instruction.  

After looking closely at various assessment tools, participants will practice using one of them and then apply the information gathered to plan a sequence of lessons.  We will guide the lesson planning process using a scope and sequence of alphabetics, sample lesson plans with hands-on activities and suggestions for structuring a lesson.  In addition, we will share some strategies for teaching sight words and vocabulary. A variety of resources will be available for your  review. 

In this workshop, we will take a critical look at assessment tools and then share how to use this information to plan instruction.   Participants will practice using one of the assessment tools before we guide you through a systematic approach to teaching basic phonic skills, including lots of hands on activities for learners as well as strategies for teaching sight words. 

Sherry Lehane has been teaching ESOL for the past 16 years.   Since attending the TIAN Institute of 2006, she has been experimenting with new approaches in teaching math to English language learners.  

Amanda Duffy is a STAR trainer and ESOL instructor at the Rhode Island Family Literacy Initiative.

Using Current Learning Theory Principles and CASAS Tools to Improve NRS Educational Gains for All Levels of Adult Learners   Donna Chambers 
This workshop will offer participants a brief opportunity to explore the current learning theory principles of Understanding by Design and Assessment for Learning and Instruction  in order improve NRS educational gains at all levels of adult education.  Participants will explore the tools offered by CASAS to improve post assessment results.

Donna Chambers oversees the National External Diploma Program (NEDP) for Rhode Island.

Retaining the Distance Learning Student  Chrystal Hack

Distance learning is on the rise as our students are preparing to be global citizens. Yet, retaining the online learner is a complicated process, with attrition rates about 10% higher than the traditional classroom. Join this interactive discussion and discover promising practices designed to retain the online learner and learn how to build a retention plan for the 21st century students.

Crystal Hack has been involved in adult education for over 18 years. She is the director of GED-i, a nationally respected online initiative.
timeslot two:

What’s Stress Got to Do with It?  Lenore Balliro
Since September, 2010, World Education has sponsored a pilot project called “Managing Stress to Improve Learning.” Teachers and counselors from five adult education programs in Greater Boston and northern New England have been implementing strategies into their regular curricula—from mind-body practices to expressive arts activities— as a means to promote stress reduction, to build community supports, and to promote mental health. This Roundtable session will provide an overview of the rationale for, and design of the project. Presenters will illustrate approaches that have worked well, and not so well, with the populations in their classrooms, which include refugees and immigrants in urban ESOL classes, women in homeless shelters, dislocated workers in rural Maine, and college readiness students. Participants will be engaged in sample activities and will be provided with a resource packet for further investigation.

summary: This Roundtable discussion will provide participants with an overview of a pilot project, “Managing Stress to Improve Learning,” sponsored by World Education in Boston, MA. Presenters will describe mind-body practices, expressive arts projects, and classroom rituals that can help address the affective needs of learners in the interest of improving learning and retention.
Lenore Balliro directs the Managing Stress to Improve Learning Project at World Education in Boston. She is also a poet and art worker.

Teaching Math in the ESOL Classroom   Sherry Lehane

Many teachers and program administrators are struggling with the notion of how to include math instruction in the ESOL classroom.  Shall we separate learners by language level or math level?  How do we talk about math to low level language learners?  How do we assess math skills?  What do we do if learners are not interested in learning math? What will the RIDE requirements be on this subject?   How do we train ESOL teachers to teach math? What resources are available?  

These questions are among the many challenges I have heard from the field this year, and in this workshop, we will share ideas, knowledge, resources and activities in order to address these questions and better prepare ourselves and our learners for the math arena.

I have been ‘doing’ math and teaching math in my ESOL classes for the past several years and continue to experiment with new approaches, differentiated instruction and application of the TIAN (Teachers Investigating Adult Numeracy) philosophy.  I would like to share with you some of the lessons I have learned through trial and error, some of my favorite activities, and introduce you to TIAN.  

In this 1.5 hour workshop, I will engage you first as math learners and then as math teachers.  We will discuss challenges and successes before making an action plan for integrating math in the ESOL class. 

summary:  In this workshop, I will engage you first as math learners and then as math teachers.  I would like to share some of my favorite math activities, and introduce you to the approach of TIAN (Teachers Investigating Adult Numeracy).  We will discuss challenges and successes before making an action plan for integrating math in your ESOL class.  

Sherry Lehane has been teaching ESOL for the past 16 years.   Since attending the TIAN Institute of 2006, she has been experimenting with new approaches in teaching math to English language learners.  

Working with Volunteers    panelists Nancy Fritz, Larry Britt, Jolene Hamil-Cole, Deborah Venator
Volunteers can be an invaluable part of your adult education program. The key is knowing how to recruit, train, supervise and reward volunteers so they enjoy their work with you and can make an important contribution to your work. The participants on the panel have worked with volunteers in a variety of adult education settings. They will share their “lessons learned” from their various perspectives.

 

Nancy Fritz has worked in adult education and with volunteers for more than twenty years. She has worked with volunteers in a variety of capacities including supervising one-on-one volunteers at Literacy Volunteers of Northern Rhode Island (now Project LEARN) and classroom volunteers at The Genesis Center.

Larry Britt is a Lead ESOL and Citizenship Preparation Teacher for RIFLI.  In the past 8 years he has worked with volunteers from local colleges, businesses, and the League of Women Voters. 

Jolene Hamil-Cole, director of Literacy Volunteers of East Bay, got her start in Adult Education by tutoring adults in a transition-to-college writing course.  She has 20 years in education, including teaching high-school English and speech and college English Composition and retains current teaching certification in RI and NY. Jolene holds a BA in Communication, a Masters in English and is working on a Masters in Literacy Education at Roger Williams University.   She is trained in STAR, Orton-Gillingham and Wilson and volunteers as a LVEB tutor working with an ABE student using the Wilson method.  
Deborah Venator has been working in the Adult Education arena for 22 years. For the last 17 years she has been working as an ESOL teacher, most recently at the Genesis Center and prior to that, for Project RIRAL. Previous to this, she worked as Volunteer Coordinator for LVA in Providence and as the Family Literacy Program Coordinator for the Providence Public Library. She has always used volunteers in her classes and is pleased to share her experiences as a teacher, administrator and also as a frequent volunteer.
Diagnostic Teaching: Analyzing Student Errors Jean Marrapodi

In this workshop teachers will learn how to conduct an informal reading inventory and how to track patterns in student errors. Come learn how to determine patterns of student errors by watching their mistakes in this hands-on workshop. We will analyze actual student work to determine weaknesses and brainstorm remediation strategies. 

Jean Marrapodi, PhD, CPLP works at the intersection of high tech and low literacy. She is a professor and instructional designer for New England College of Business, but spends much of her free time working with low literacy adults.
STAR Outcomes: Program Directors & Teachers Share Best Practices

Directors and teachers who have completed the STAR training will share the benefits and challenges of implementing best practices suggested by the program, and will illuminate some of the changes they have begun to make in their programs including program structures and procedures, use of reading diagnostics, instructional strategies, capacity building and communication.  Come with your curiosity and questions!
This is an opportunity to hear from Mary Parella, Director of the Pawtucket COZ/Adult Education Program, and Instructor Paula Andrade;  Jenifer Giroux, Director of RIC Outreach and Instructor Emily McBrae; and Karisa Tashjian, Literacy Program Coordinator and Director of RIFLI (Rhode Island Family Literacy Initiative) and Instructor and National STAR Trainer for RI, Amanda Duffy.  
Who Is An Adult Learner?  panel with Wes Garvin and other STAND Advisory Board members

Wes Garvin and Adult Learners will share their stories, describing why and how they came to adult education, what they found there, and what resources learners themselves bring to the field.  Questions from the audience are highly encouraged!

Wes Garvin is Director of STAND (Students Taking Action Now w/Determination)

Lunch

timeslot three:

Rhode Island Adult Education Practitioner Standards for Instructors Janet Isserlis
Learn and give feedback about the proposed standards for instruction.  The early work of the credential work group is being translated into a set of standards to be used to guide professional development for adult educators.  In this session, we will describe the standards and seek input to ensure that they reflect the work adult educators do.

Janet Isserlis works at the RI Adult Education PD Center and has worked with adult learners and practitioners since 1980

An Overview of the Training for Literacy Volunteer Tutors  Dorothy Brindamour & Karen Shea Feeney

Literacy Volunteers’ mission puts student needs first and focuses a plan to assist learners in the areas with which they indicate having difficulties.  We will select handouts, Power Point slides and exercises to illustrate such segments as

how adults learn, the importance of culture, language experience approach, and lesson planning. The interactive exercises are designed to engage and generate discussion.

The overall purpose of the presentation is to illustrate a student-driven program with emphasis on showing the student self-help resources such as Askri.org, a website which has many facets

designed for language learning, citizenship, workplace, secondary certification and college preparation.

Dorothy T. Brindamour – resident of Coventry, retired HR director – Greaater Prov. YMCA; Literacy Volunteers Program Director, 8 yrs.; B.Sc. Business Management, HR track, RIC.

Karen Shea Feeney is a  retired Providence school teacher; in her 5th year as Literacy Tutor, in 4th year as Trainer of literacy tutors, M.Ed. RIC.

RI’s PLC – Case Managers Learning Together Robin Adams

Rhode Island's Professional Learning Community (PLC) of Case Managers meets monthly for strategic planning , joint learning, discussion and problem-solving. In this session, we will share work begun in developing new strategies to support learners more effectively.  In an effort to make better use of the strategic planning tool the group developed last year, the group focuses its discussion each month around actual case studies /issues we  are currently dealing with at our respective agencies.

PLC meetings are facilitated monthly by Robin Adams and occasionally include a guest speaker, skills-building workshop or other activity designed to build community and provide a variety of ways in which practitioners may increase their knowledge and/or skill in a particular area.  Learn more about its work generally and its focus on case study during this interactive session.  

Robin Adams is the PD Specialist in Workforce Development (WFD) at the PDCenter and supports practitioners with integration of workforce development / workforce readiness training at their agencies.  The goal is to facilitate an increase in the number of learners who find jobs, retain employment and advance toward long term career goals as they participate in and progress through Rhode Island’s adult education system.   
Using Children’s Literature to Foster Family-School Partnership      Sonnie Kpangbai
Adult readers can benefit from the judicious use of children's literature. Upon recognizing the reading levels of adult learners, and their personal and family goals in education, it is natural to support learners in reading children’s literature.  The relationships that develop as a result of reading children’s literature are multi-fold.  Sonnie will share her experience and success using children’s books, and will engage participants in considering how they might use this literature in their own teaching and learning contexts.

Sonnie Kpangbai is an instructor and case manager of an adult class of West African students at the International Institute of Rhode Island (IIRI). 
High School Credentialing:  GED or NEDP ?     Donna Chambers and Angela Salvadore
This workshop will offer participants the opportunity to learn the details of the two Rhode Island High School Completion Programs for adults.  Both programs, the GED and the National External Diploma Program will be discussed and compared, allowing participants enough information to determine which program might be best for each learner. 

Angela Salvadore oversees the GED preparation and testing for Community College of Rhode Island (CCRI).  Donna Chambers oversees the National External Diploma Program (NEDP) for Rhode Island.

What is Student Leadership?     Wes Garvin and other Learner Leaders
Wes Garvin and STAND Advisory Board members will discuss what student leadership presently looks like in RI’s adult education system both in terms of STAND and of program-based work. Learners and practitioners are encouraged to bring their thoughts and questions so this can be an interactive session, with everyone leaving with real ideas on how to start, strengthen or improve student leadership initiatives at their own program site.

Wes Garvin is Director of STAND (Staudnets Taking Action Now w/Determination)

timeslot four:
Project LEARN’s Student Intake and Placement Process       Susan Grislis, Elaine Stafford
This workshop will provide a concrete process to determine the reading skills of students beyond the CASAS assessment and to identify  students with possible learning ‘differences’ who will benefit from direct instruction in phonics and phonemic awareness – either in an Intensive Wilson or Just Words Reading class. The Wilson Language System is a structured, sequential, multi-sensory, reading program developed specifically for people with a language based learning disability.  

Susan Grislis is the co-founder and Executive Director of Project LEARN – Since 1995 Project LEARN has provided Wilson Reading System classes for students with a reading/language based learning disability taught by certified Wilson Instructors. Reading research acknowledges that in order to read one needs to learn the code of English which the Wilson System teaches.   

Elaine Stafford, Teacher – Elaine has a Masters in Adult Education and thirteen years experience as a Wilson Certified Instructor with Project LEARN.  She has participated in numerous workshops and conferences related to learning disabilities, such as the Annual Wilson Teachers Conferences, Wilson Reading System workshops, Project READ series and Linda Mood Bell LIPS 
ABCs of Workplace Safety and Rights for ESL and Adult Education Teachers  James Celenza and Maryann Mederios
The RICOSH/OSHA session on ABCs OF Workplace Safety will describe an official OSHA alliance to provide young workers and immigrant workers in Rhode Island with information, guidance, and access to training resources that will help protect employees’ health and safety,particularly in reducing and preventing occupational injury and illness. As part of this project we have developed curriculum designed for multilevel ESL and adult education teachers and institutions.
James Celenza is director of the RI Committee on Occupational Safety and Health, a principal trainer of a National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences grant on hazardous materials and emergency response, and primary trainer for multiple educational programs and training projects on immigrant and teen worker safety. He has served on numerous committees, boards and commissions, and has received awards from the National Safety Council, National Coalition for Occupational Safety and Health, RI Department of Health, RI Attorney General, Providence Fire Department, Save the Bay, US EPA.

Maryann Pacholski Medeiros, MPH, CSP, Compliance Assistance Specialist, U.S. Department of Labor/Occupational Safety and Health Administration, is a certified safety professional, has been with OSHA for 23 years and has been the compliance assistance specialist for OSHA’s Providence Area Office since June, 2000. Her position is designed to assist and educate the public about OSHA issues. Ms. Medeiros serves in the OSHA Region I VPP Program as an industrial hygienist and team leader.

Civic Participation    Beatrice McGeoch
Civic Participation is often emphasized in adult learning classrooms: as teachers we help our students register to vote, teach them about how their government works, and incorporate current events into our readings and daily activities. We also work to motivate them to advocate for themselves and their peers, yet how many of us have structured time to do this ourselves? This workshop will provide a framework for teachers to reflect on their experience as adult educators, review major RI adult education policies of the recent past, and take some time for self-advocacy.

With recent changes in administration, both at the state level and within RIDE, there are new faces in decision making positions at many levels. The issue of education remains near the top of the agenda, but the perception of K-12 education as service for children and youth persists. At the executive level, Governor Chaffee and the Board of Regents need to hear about our work with the significant number of RI adults whose education is below the high school level. Meanwhile, within the Department of Education, new staff need to hear from teachers as they set priorities and make decisions about goals, funding and data collection. 

In this workshop, we will create a brief timeline by looking at the leaders and policies that have come and gone while we have been teaching. Using the timeline, we will establish some common terms to use in our letter writing. We will list both successful and challenging aspects of classrooms we have worked in and the policies that have contributed to them. Starting from these real experiences, we will choose the decision makers that need to hear each story, then write letters that describe the factors that advance or hinder our work in adult education. We will identify what helps us and our students thrive, and make recommendations about how those policies can be strengthened going forward. At the close of the workshop, two collections of letters will be ready to mail: one to the Governor and Board of Regents and another to the new Multiple Pathways staff.

Veteran and new teachers are both welcome and needed as the discussion and connections between educators will likely have as much long term effect as the letters.

summary: as teachers we help our students register to vote, teach them about how their government works, and incorporate current events into our readings and daily activities. We also motivate them to advocate for themselves and their peers, yet how many of us have structured time to do this ourselves? In this workshop you will connect with other adult educators, review major RI adult education people and policies of the recent past, and take time to write a letter to the newest crop of decision makers outlining some of your recommendations for adult education in RI.

Beatrice McGeoch has taught GED and High School in Providence since 2000. She currently teaches GED and Construction Mathematics at Building Futures in Olneyville.
Using Diagnostics to Identify Reading Needs in Adult Low Literacy Learners Nancy Fritz and Barbara Bowen

Reading diagnostics have value in determining component reading needs and strengths of all low literacy readers including our adult learners leveled at Beginning Basic/ABE and ESL Low Intermediate.  Data and evolving research is showing that the transition (below GLE4) to STAR Intermediate (above GLE4) is challenging due to a greater need for alphabetic instruction. In this session we will explore the use of data and diagnostic results to determine where to start teaching students’ alphabetic needs.

Nancy Fritz has been working in adult education since 1986 and has taught both ABE and ESL classes. She recently completed the STAR training with Barbara Bowen and Amanda Duffy.  Barbara Bowen is a Literacy Specialist with the RI Adult Education Professional Development Center for more than three years and a certified National STAR trainer for intermediate adult literacy learners in Rhode Island.

Discover the Potential of Online Learning with GED-i Chrystal Hack
Online Learning enables adult education programs additional instructional services by providing engaging learning experiences. Using GED-i as an example, discover how to integrate online learning to your program. Find increased student recruitment, retention, and achievement. Identify globally applicable strategies  in program planning, leadership, marketing, and teacher preparations.  

Crystal Hack has been involved in adult education for over 18 years. She is the director of GED-i, a nationally respected online initiative.

